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PREFACE

All these compositions offered to the reading public
through this volume of verse have been born out of intensely
agoning personal experience. It is perhaps because of this
felt tragedy that all the poems included in this collection
are 'dated' - the date of writing clearly mentined at the end
of each piece and to which readers can relate. And also all
the patriotic or nationalistic poems were written on or around
our country's Republic Day (26th January) or
Independence day (15 August) -- their special relevance
and significance in this context the learned readers would
most probably not miss to note.

Some of the poems, in English or Hindi, on account of
their subject-matter would, | hope, qualify to be treated as
'Country’ or 'Area’ poems -- like the Country or Area studies
or approach guite fashionable in the social sciences.

Again, all these peoms were instantly created upon
the call of the Muse with not much of labour pains which
are usually associated with literary, and more specifically,
poetic ventures. This grace from the Almighty is, | think, a
by product of my efforts of getting my father's two books of
poems one titled '"MAN THOU CAN' (a poetical biography
of Mahatma Gandhi) in English and the other, in Hindi, titled
'AGANTUKA' - printed and published during 1982-83, a
few years after his most premature and untimely departure
from our Earth in 1979. | feel that these endeavours were
rewarded by the Higher Forces that preside over our destiny
in arousing poetic fevour in my innermost recess, and the
result is this book.

| would like to point out that the contextual relevance
of some of my poems, whether in English or Hindi, has got
enhanced and enriched by the fact that what had been
presaged or wished for or brought under reference at the
time these lines were written has now become a reality or
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matter of existence. Faor example, | had hinted at the
Ec:_:nm:o: of East and West Germany in the mid-
eightes of the last century on the lines of the reunity of
z,n_:: and South Vietnam in the middle of 1970's or the
dismantting of the cruel and inhuman system of Apartheid
In South Africa in the early nineties of the 20th century
and the estabilishment of a multi-racial, democratic
system of Government under Nelson Mandela there or
the apprearance and affirmation of Palestine led by that
great leader of our times, Yasser Arafat, who has been
able to achieve this feat in his own life-time -- all these
had Um_m:.m::__mmmma in my poems. This is a matter of
great vindication and satisfaction for me as a poet.

The personal travails that | was undergoing - a
Eonm,mm of dehumanisation, brutalisation and deep
m:mm.::m - had enly one consolation for me at that time
and it was that my dear Motherland was herself passing
nzﬂcm: a very serious crisis.The Punjab problem and
Indira Gandhi's assassination left a deep imprint on my
young psyche. BHARAT MATA was written in 1985 in
H:_.m scenario followed by "Punjab Ko" a year or so later,
This _.,3:__3@ through created deep scars and bruises on
my m..:__ impressionable mental make-up. My soul, thinking
w:a Imagination combined to produce a Response which
Is what these poems are.

| hope this rendition of my feelings, sentiments and
emotions would be able to evoke adequate rapport amongst
its most honourable readers. .

- L:m:o{mﬁrm: Sinha

Ganpat Sadan T
Boring Canal Road, Patna

Ramnavmi, Monday, the 2nd. April, 2001

(ii)

FOREWORD

Poetry is perhaps the name we can give the force that exists
everywhere in nature, it is force of truth, beauty and, above all joy.
We have tumed away from nature and poetry, but life still has its
roots in nature. Therefore, in the dull, dreary sad wasteland of
modern existence, poetry is constantly trying to break through the
surface. The central sound of life, the beating of the heart, is the
softest and sweetest music and poetry, which we must percieve in
the poetry of Everyman. Anandvardhan's poems are the utterances
of Everyman. They are cries from the depth of an innocent heart;
the questionings that arise whenever the innocent heart is baffled
by the corruption and evil of human civilisation and society.
Anandvardhan rejects the pretentiousness of a malture intellectuality
and chooses to uphold the basic tenets of romantic idealism,
Lamenting the loss of his beloved, the poet, in all innocence of
mind, clings to his love for her. His love is something that refuses to
die; in that sense it is poetic, truthful and beautiful. This instinct for
the truth makes him cling tenaciously to his innocence; hence, there
is simple paririotism in '‘Bharat Mata'. There is sympathy and a
feeling of the onencess of mankind in 'Death-in-life, he has suffered
and he can sympathise with the sufferings of every victim of cruetty
and tragedy. Depth of feeling and simplicity of expression create a
Wordwarthian effect in Frost:

The loss is grave
The wound is deep

" Anandvardhan is Everyman as poet, and, hence, it is easy to
understand and sympathise with him. Surely this is a reward

which both the reader and the poet can cherish.
- Prof. Kameshwar Prasad

University Professor & Head,
F.G. Department of English
Patna University, Patna

Patna, 22-10-1999
(iii )
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PERSONA NON GRATA

If telephones could talk

And not just be mute dialling equipments
If post offices could write letters, also send replies
And not only deliver them

If the railways could move minds

And not merely passengers

| stare blankly at Graham Bell's instrument
And wave back nonchalantly to my friend,
the Postal Superintendent

And gaze longingly at the locomotive

as it pulls out west

She! ... alas but an STD call away

Or the next QMS mail

Or three stops and six hours by the new superfast
But oh! how distanced she really is
Through time and space

The very opposite of yesteryears

Hours of talk through the cord

Pages of mail twice a day

Journeys weekly

My unborn's mother

Fatna, Shivratr the 29th Februrary, 1984

©
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WITH THE HEART OUT

As | lit up Chancellor after Chancellor
My best friend now

"Bachwa, don't smoke your sorrows away”
said the old halwai who had prepared
sweets for my reception

MNow frying puris for another function
Uncoupled at the very confluence

The Holy One, of Three

Triveni! hallowed is Thy name

The essence of three millennia
Evaporated in just as many hours

Oh Kashi the very seat of sacredness
Where we first met

From here none returns empty-handed
Your Heavens would not have fallen

If you had granted the only boon

The one which | so much sought

The rekindling effected

A second beginning

Rightful right asserted

Poetry is independent of the Poet
_nmm__...ﬁm too

It does not matter if they go unreciprocated
Oh! only expectations, no obligations
Cnly condemnation, no appreciation
Promises |eft unfulfilled

Assurances gone abegging

(2)

Sorrow no one will share

Joys everyone envied

| celebrate the victory of my defeat
And rejoice at the pleasure of my pain
Despise the sin, not the sinner!

Hate the hatred, not the hater!

Amen!!!

Patna. the 4th March, 1984

o
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QUESTION AND ANSWER To be, perhaps, mitigated only by

A nice Obit
Where is Dulhin? A good Requiem
Asks the spouse of the Director-General A solemn Tribute
Huzur, how is Memsahib? A beautiful Wreath
Queries our former orderly Two minutes of heavy silence
Come for dinner, both of you And then a happy holiday for all
Invites the Darbhanga Collector Probably, to go to the matinee show
What answers do | give to these questions? Or while it out in the near-by park

Isn't it as good as pining for the moon?
Or the still more distant heavenly stars?
| have lost her like the Atlantis

But have | really?

No, she lives on in my thoughts,

in my dreams,

in my prayers

Venly a part of me

Such as even she cannot take away @
Or me or God Himself

Aren't we extensions of ourselves?
Projection of our own beings

| content myself with Savom__:o:m poetical
Addressed to her

Still my inspiration

h my Jeevaneshwari!

FPraneshwari !!

Hridayeshwan !!!

Tell me how to carry on

A life in tears

Paina, the 5th March, 1984




MY LOVE

O! my dearest darling

The Muse aroused but now retreating

Three poems later in which | have expressed my pent-up
emotions

Haven't you marked the change of person

From the third to the second

Like a car changing gear

Listen, please listen

O! my audience of one

| have nothing to lose but my loss

| draft speeches for the Chief Minister

Sentence, clause, coma and full-stop

And take decisions for my State's Government

But my life itself is in the Opposition

| no longer prepare tea for anyone

But drink it in cups single

A tragedy too deep for tears

The like of which only poesy can handle

Whenever | cross the massive Ganga bridge at Patna
| think of a similar one, eighty miles upstream

Linking our two States

May, probably our very souls

Oh! my outpourings of the heart are now expressing
themselves in the first person plural

Will it always be gloomy like this

But there are two words that should always never be used

(6)

in life

And they, are ironically, Always and Never
As | walk further down memory lane
| am reminded of the little rhyme
that had come out of my lips

four years ago

also in March

the beautiful month

the month of unison

When the table is set

And the food is laid

One does not wait for a person
Who is late

Remember my love

That was for you in zest

So is this little quartet in verse

But with deep respect

And may | be allowed to add

With best wishes from my innermos: recess
And the yeamings?

I'will say no more

May God be with you

May God be with me

May God be with all of us

Thank you

Patna, the 5th March, 1984

©
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FAREWELL TO GOD
Yes, Baba, it is me
Your formerly favourite devotee, beloved bhakta
Although | know that this time it is not Your call
That | come at
| understand that things are now different
| am here now out of place
Probably as | am now out of Your grace
Oh, what shall | offer Thee?
| have come all alone, without anything
Unlike other pilgrims legion who he ve brought
Flowers, fruits and kamars
Can | wash Your lingam
With my tears as Arghya
Chant as Mantra
My soul's torment, cries of anguish
| watch and hear others asking for grant of favours, fulfilment
of wishes
Just as me in the past
Now | have none
| can presage from my ruins
Cthers in the offing
My wan smiles lookalikes of
Muted laughter of ghosts eerie
Can shadows, however lengthening, walk?
Echoes,however powerful,.cannot double for talk
| walk into parties, silently, lonesome
Ones which another time, another diem
| could have hosted
And clap at prizes which | could have distributed

(8)

Every dog has his day
| do not grudge others their chance
Though they were envious, jealous of me in my prime
Friends tumed foes
Well - wishers persecutors
Intimates strangers
Finally, | am resigned to my Fate, however cruel
And reconciled to the bear-hug of Dastiny
This was what You ordained
Nothing succeeds like success
As nothing fails like failure
Success has many fathers, failures nil
Every thing in this world is Yours, it is said
Your creatures' sufferings, humiliations too?
Let this be my swan-song
0, yes, You whispered something in my ear
Whether | have a wish left
Well, that You ask
Would You telepathise my innermost feelings
That You so well know
To now an alien
But once my very own
Now playing Yourself
Can we not pray together
at Thy door?
If not today, tomorrow or day after
Even in a Brand New Coat
Would it be too much for You,
Baba, for that day, however remote,
to be Yours?
Netarhat, the 28th May, 1984
(9)




THE SCALES

O the Unseeing Statue

Have they blind folded Thee
To cover up Your own violation

By themselves, Your practitioners
Almost a daily ritual

The equivalent of incest

Through judgments bought, justice sold

False affidavits, forged receipts

And they shout from the housetops

Legal aid and Law reforms

And then join the ranks of Elders

To prescribe do's and don'ts for others, of course
Men and women who have vilified the defenceless dead
Hurled abues at premature widows

Been merciless to helpless orphans

Through their ties with You

Their tomtommed mastery of Your craft

s this, Devi, the Rule of Law?

Patna, the 1st June, 1984

(10)

BHARAT MATA
Free INDIA
the REPUBLIC DEMOCRATIC
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
enters her forties this annum
Ascendant Alluring Absorbing
Beautiful Bright Brilliant
Constitutional Confident Cohesive
Dynamic Doughty Distingushed
Everyone's, 'Evernew, Eternal ('Badri')
Federal Forward Friendly
Glorious Glittering Gangetic
Himalayan Historyrich Harmomious
Immortal lllustrious Inimitable
Joyous Jadelike Jewelled
Kinetic Kindly Kaleidoscopic
Lovely Lyrical Luminous
Marvellours Magnificient Mahatmiz
Noble Nehruvian Non-aligned
Omamented Odeinspiring Omchanting
Pluralishtic Principled Progressive
Questing Questioning Quintessential
Resilient Resourcewealthy Responsible
Strong Stable Strident
Timeless Thrilling Thriving
Universalistic United Unshakable
Virtuous Vibrant Value-based
Xavierly X'Maspure Xylophonic

‘Youthful Yeomanly Yogilike
- Zenithy Zealous Zestful

(11)




Let all of us

her darling Nine Hundred Millions

Brothers and sisters to each other

Protect Promote Plan

This our beloved Mighty Massive Marching
MATALAND

With our love Labour Life

Today Tomorrow Thereafter

for

JUSTICE LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY

May this remain our

Prayer Promise Practice always

Let all of us wish each other

Many, Very Happy returns of this

Qur Fortieth Republic Day in

This Blessed year

Sanctified by Chacha Jawahar's Birth Centenary
And Namibia's coming Freedom

Which would give great pleasure to Bapu in Heaven
Father not only of India

But also of South Africa (where he lived for twenty-one years)
whether Afrikaner, English, coloureds, Asians,
Negroes, Bushmen, Huttentots, Zulus or even the 'honorary
white'

Doesn't matter

Apartheid would have to go one day

very soon

As it is now making its exit from Namibia

Then only would Gandhi be fully redeemed

And his political mission completely accomplished

Not only this, let all of us pledge
(12)

On behalf of our very dear countess unborns that

Ten generations later

They would celebrate

Our 400th Republic Day

With equal, nay greater, fervour and gusto
and why only this?

A hundred generations hereafter

May our very dear Republic

Witness a panoramic parade of

Forty Centuries

In an unbroken procession

Marching under four stately columns of

Two plus Two glorious MILLENNIA

Of Success and Achievement, Triumahs and
Joy, of Splendour and Dazzle

And last but not the least

Happy Indians, Smiling Indians, Laughing Indians
That would be a magnificent pageant

Before Time and Space

A spectacular Sight for the gods to

behold, verily, enviable

When our very dear country would be in
unparalleled spirits and unprecedented cheer
Jai Hind!

Vande Matram!

Vive la Bharat!

Long Live our Republic Day

Three cheers for our dear MATALAND

Hip Hip Hurray, India

Patna, the 26th January, 1985/the 26th January, 1990

(13)



DEATH-IN-LIFE

Have you witnessed one?

| have gone through two

One, proximate to self

The other, national but one which | felt equally

And could not even tell

For everyone would think me to be loose in the head
When there is no mourning, no condolences

Certainly not a dead body or an Occupation Force

Only the extinguishment of sentiments, feelings, emotions
Abstractions unembodiable

But so cruel is then the fate that

The one who wishes to mourn

Cannot give vent to his grief

The one who badly needs condolence, at least consolation
Does not, cannot, get any

For no one dare venture on untrodden paths

Just as even the most energetic ploughmen

hesitate in unsown fields

Life goes on, very much as usual

even though a part of someone, or moﬂmﬁ.:_:m

for someone, is gone - forever

A death de-facto, naturally not de-jure

| feel like that August day ten years ago

When the Bangabandhu, dear one, was put

out along with his entire clan

Including the nine-year Russel, sweet boy who hid himself
from the massacrers in his bath

(14)

A deed of his own, own people, very much

And ”_"umnnm Radio sang and danced

And ...Eﬂ Bangla followed a fez-capped killer's broadcast
it merely said, matter-of-factly, Sheikh

Mujib had been laid to rest in Faridpur

In fact, a part of that country was also

buried that day, throughout its length and breadth

A precious part, the glorious ideals of 1971

Also a part of me

And when | felt sad on the anniversary -
of the grisly killing for three years

And would be morose and depressed

My family and friends would ask why you

are so, when the Tricolour is about to be hoist

And you yourself have sent us cards

And once, unguardedly, when | let out the reason

They looked at me in uiter disbelief

What, you, a pucca Bihari, a yashgan-singer of your State,
weep for an East Bengali

How could | tell them that we mortals,

as the Bard said, are made up of many parts

We can and do compartmentalise our

parents, spouses, offspring, region, refigion, caste, creed,
country, continent

like 2 good vestibuled train
+A nice and prefectly natural and rational arrangement
Each one of us, deep down, is at once &

Federalist as well as a pluralist

This because, inter alia, every idea has its counter in itself

(15)




Like the Maxian three-some of Thesis, Anti-thesis FROST

Synthesis

The cradie and the grave or ghat The loss is grave

The sweet, lively maidens of Calcutta The wound is deep

And the shaven, dying widows in Kashi The hurt is till

All good foundations are for | finally sleep

Impressive buildings and their crumbling ruins And | have many years to weep
The ultimate heritage of humanity Before | finally sleep

Is a Composite one Long, slow years ahead

Of Pleasure and Pain Before | fully rest

Of Success and Defeat And rest | will only

Of Acclamation and Humiliations When | myself rest in peace

Of Gun Salutes and Firing Squads For can one really be without the other?

The human heart, in its pristinity, knows
no such distinctions, barriers

It accepts life as it comes

Unlike the rationalising mind which tries to Fatna, the 19th October, 1986
seek reason, order, perhaps an illusory
perfection in everything

Such as would not allow it to care

or be able to fathom the thoughts of

A betrothed for his/her mate

Even if he/she is no longer one

Or his/hers

Patna, the 26th. Feb., 1985

©
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LIBERATION

Free India i1s Forty Today

Wish You a very Happy Independence Day
Hey, cheer up all of you

Smile this day everybody

Tear not anyone

Even if only while

You pause to think

That your tears have gifted laughter

to somebody

Your yoke's someone's oar

Still all of you are devoted Indians

As loyal to the dear Motheriand

As once to each other

As fiercely

You may have parted

But would never desert

India even in your dream

For the Republic belongs to everyone
She has room enough in her Motherly fold
For memy-makers and kill- joys

For magnates and pickers of ferro-dust
For collectors of revenue as well as refuse
Alike equally

All are entitled to her warmest hug

Yeh, hold the Tricolour proudly in vour hand
And march ahead, head held high

The 'beloved priceless Flag' '(Badri)' aloft

(18)

You may have to unfurl it yourself one day

L

And you will certainly

But remenber that day too

There would be some with tears
Faces downcast

Whilst you hoist

Don't forget to cheer them up

Make a smile play upon their faces
Even a faint one

Who knows your own exultation today
|s occasioned by their sobs

Vive la Free Inde

And her nine hundred millions

All equal citizens

Best wishes on Independence Day
JAIHIND

Patna, the 15th. August, 1987

©
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THE FINALE
Whao stole my laughter?
Who robbed my smile?
Mow fresh is the wound?
How sustained the injury?
Man's cruelty to man
or woman's
Knows no bounds
It cuts throats like clothes
How deep is suffering?
How intense the pain?
Unparalleled cheer
Followed by unpreceented agony
How hard was the climb?
How steep the incline?
Single-handed | toiled
Through the icy haze
And walked through the long tunnel
Unaided, unescorted
How stiff was the route?
How rough the ride?
How much | pined for an object?
S0 near and yet so far away
Forone so close
Yet so distant
And the more | tried
The more elusive it became
Patna, the 26th. January, 1999

(20)

A SALUTE TO INDIA

The Indian Republic
n.mmwvamnmm her Golden Jubilee
today

Let us wish on this happy day
that this Gold

soon turns into Diamond
as it has from Silver

and Diamond soon

into Platinum

and then into Ruby
thereafter into Emerald

and then become Topaz
and after this Jade

followed by her Centenary
and Centenary turns into
Centuries

and Centuries into Millennia
and Millennia into Myriads
and Myriads into Millions
and then Billions and
Trillions

Ad Infinitum

Vande Matram

HAPPY REPUBLIC DAY
2000

Patna, the 26th. January, 2000

(21)



A MILLENNIUM WISHES
May the new Millennium
Bless us with Bounties Million

May in the whole world

In these ten hundred years

Preside the forces of Harmony Freedom Peace
Understanding Moderation Liberalisation
Love Hope Faith

Growth Reforms Change

Progress Prosperity Tranquility

Unity Goodness Cohesion

Fairplay Amity Friendship

Merit Talent Worthiness

Right Knowledge Justice

Non-violence Tolerance Piety

Trust Truth Brotherhood

Humanism Enlightenment Sublimation
Joy Cheers Happiness

May in these thousand years
Stand banished the powers of
Hatred Acrimony Discord
Animosity Violence Hostility
War Bitterness Extremism
Ugliness Hunger Thirst
Disease Poverty Want
Squalor Dirt _m:nqw:.nm

(22)

Bickerings Squabbles Evil

_.L_.mmé Jealousy Sorrow

Intolerance Unfaimess Pain
Emg.i:mgn: Prejudice Suffering
May our Planet become a

Better Dwelling for all of us Six Billion

Patna, the 8th March, 2000

©
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